




Summer 2018 

Dear Mums, Dads, Guardians, Carers, Children, Families and Friends, 

Everybody who works here would like to welcome you to Cockton Hill 
Infants’ School. We hope your time with us will be happy, interesting and 
fruitful and that you will enjoy being part of our school community. We aim 
for all children in our school to feel happy and secure, to reach their 
potential and to have a successful start to their school life. We believe that 
children’s education involves their parents and families as well as the school 
and its teachers and other staff, so we warmly welcome and actively 
encourage parents’ interest, support and direct participation in school life. 
If parents / guardians / carers are happy, then their children will also be 
happy and happy children thrive in school. Your positive support and 
encouragement are vital parts of the educational process.  

Our school motto is,  

“Caring, Happy, Inspiring, Successful.” 

This brochure provides information about our school to give you 
more awareness of the processes your child will go through during 
three years with us. The brochure deals with most aspects of school 
life, but this does not mean you cannot ask questions about any 
areas regarding the education of your child or anything else that 
concerns you during your time with us. This is especially so 
during periods of change and uncertainty.  As Head Teacher, I 
am always able to make time to talk with parents, so please 
do not hesitate to ask. We look forward to meeting you and 
your child, and we hope this brochure will help the settling-in 
process for all concerned. 

Yours sincerely  
Anne Graham 
Mrs Anne Graham  
Headteacher  



Our philosophy is to provide your children with the best possible all-round 
education in a safe, caring and stimulating environment. Thus, we aim to lay 
good foundations for their future learning so they can realise their full 
potential and become rounded and active members of society. We firmly 
believe in a creative approach to teaching and learning and use creative 
activities to enrich children’s experiences and develop their language, which 
helps them to access all areas of the curriculum. Our school is a happy, busy 
place where we encourage all to feel welcome; we actively encourage 
parental participation and co-operation in the educational process. 

Our curriculum is planned and delivered to ensure that all children have a 
balanced education related to their development and to provide 
opportunities for everyone to realise their full potential. A key aim of our 
school is to offer your child the best possible all-round education, so we 
provide a happy and secure learning environment, where work and play 
are integrated so that each child acquires basic skills of Literacy and 
Numeracy. Simultaneously, we aim to develop the whole child by giving 
as many different and varied experiences as possible, in line with the 
Early Years curriculum and the requirements of the Key Stage 1 
National Curriculum. 



We have an Early Years Foundation Stage including Nursery Provision for 
Pre-school children as well as our Reception classes. Four other classes 
arranged in year group pairs - 2 in Year 1 and 2 in Year 2 - each pair of 
classes cover the same topics and learning objectives. The pairs of teachers 
work very closely together, planning similar work for the children they teach. 
They also have certain lessons together, e.g. English, Mathematics, singing, 
story, outdoor activities, so children get to know each other and can see their 
friends. 

Our Early Years Foundation Stage teachers plan their work together 
so that all children receive the same experiences. Mrs Laycock is the 
Nursery teacher and more information can be found in our Nursery 
Brochure, please ask at the office for a copy. Mr Raine and Miss Dixon 
are the teachers in the Reception classes. Teaching assistants work 
alongside these teachers to support the children. 

Our Year 1 teachers are Miss Little in class 3 and Miss Smith in class 
4. The two teachers work closely together and both classes have 
regular support from teaching assistants who work with all the 
children in Year 1 to give extra adult attention. 

Our Year 2 teachers are Mr Cuthbertson in class 5 and Mrs 
Harnaman in class 6. Teaching assistants support both classes 
throughout the year. 

Mrs Reeve is the support teacher who works with children in 
Year 1, and Mrs Watson supports Year 2. 

Children move through these year groups in the same class 
group, then after three years they move to the junior 
school, usually in the same group.



This is the curriculum for children prior to and including the reception year in 
school. The focus is on ensuring children develop in a safe environment that 
supports their well being, social skills and increased personal independence. 
Skills and knowledge are developed through relevant and enjoyable planned 
learning experiences. A strong emphasis is placed on practical ‘hands on’ 
activities and the use of the outdoor areas in school. 

The Foundation Stage has three prime areas of learning, four specific areas 
of learning and three characteristics of effective learning, set out below: 

The prime areas of learning: 

•communication and language 

•physical development 

•personal, social and emotional development 

The specific areas of learning: 

•literacy 

•mathematics 

•understanding the world 

•expressive arts and design 

Characteristics of effective learning: 

•playing and exploring 

•active learning 

•creating and thinking critically



In Key Stage 1 we have Year 1 and Year 2, when pupils are aged between 
5 and 7. All pupils in this Key Stage must follow a programme of study from 
the National Curriculum. The pupils are assessed at the end of Year 1 with a 
Phonics Screening Check. At the end of Year 2 - pupils are assessed as part 
of the national programme of assessment - SATs. These are carried out by the 
teacher and cover Reading, Writing and Maths. 

The Key Stage 1 subjects taught are:- 

•Literacy 

•Numeracy 

•Science 

•Computing 

•History 

•Geography 

•Religious Education 

•Physical Education 

•Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education (PSHCE) 

•Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) 

•Music 

•Art 

•Design Technology



ORGANISATION OF THE SCHOOL DAY: 
8.50	 	 	 - Children enter the school  
8.50 - 9.15	 	 - Basic skill practice and registration  
9.15 - 10.30	 	 - Morning session 1  
10.30 - 10.45		 - Morning break  
10.45 - 12noon	 - Morning session 2  
12noon - 1pm 	 - Lunchtime  
1pm - 2pm	 	 - Afternoon session 1  
2pm - 2.15 	 	 - Afternoon break  
2.15 - 3.00 	 	 - Afternoon session 2  
3pm 		 	 - Reception children end of school day  
3.05		 	 - Year 1 children end of school day  
3.10		 	 - Year 2 children end of school day 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL/END OF DAY: 

Children are welcome into school from 8.50am when members of staff 
open the doors for all years. Children in our Early Years Foundation 
Stage through their patio doors and the other classes through their 
entrance. 

Children are dismissed by staff from the school yard, to their 
parents or a nominated collector. A child will only be allowed to 
go with someone other than their parent if the teacher has been 
notified beforehand. 

BREAK TIMES: 
Morning breaks are taken at 10.30am until 10.45am. 
We offer a piece of fruit to the children and they are 
consumed during the morning. Afternoon breaks are 
taken between 2.00pm and 2.15pm. Again the 
children are offered a piece of fruit or vegetable and 
are able to consume this during break time. 
Throughout the day the children are encouraged to 
drink plenty of water as this helps them to 
concentrate.



LUNCH TIMES: 

At lunch time, all children are entitled to a free hot meal or bring lunches 
from home. Requests to change from or to packed lunches must be done at 
the school office, and give at least two weeks notice. We encourage healthy 
eating, and a high priority is given to this and the development of good 
social skills including table manners. Children also enjoy outside play over the 
lunchtime period. 

MILK: 

All the children in the school are offered a drink of milk at lunchtime. There 
is no charge for this - school provides the milk from our own funds. If they 
do not want milk they can, of course, have water. 

ABSENCE: 

All absences must be reported to the school office in order for them to be 
authorised. 

By phone - 01388 604627 - option available to leave a voicemail. 

By text to school mobile - 07920 287978 

By email to - cocktonhillinfant@durhamlearning.net 

Schools are no longer allowed to authorise leave of absence for 
family holidays. Any leave of absence requests can only be 
authorised by the headteacher in exceptional circumstances. 
Please see our website for further information and an application 
form for holidays in term time. 

MEDICATION: 

If your child is well enough to attend school but requires 
medicines prescribed by the doctor during school hours, 
please note our procedures. Parents must take and collect 
all medicines from the school office. An ‘Administration of 
Medication’ form must then be completed. Unfortunately 
we cannot give medicines which have not been 
prescribed e.g. Calpol.  



All teaching staff are approachable and will make time when necessary to 
talk to you about your child. For anything longer than a quick chat, please 
arrange this through the headteacher. You will also have formal 
opportunities to do this at school open days. All teachers attend training 
each year, and five days are set aside for the professional development of 
staff. This is so that we all keep up to date with any changes connected with 
the National Curriculum, and all subsequent education legislation. When 
teachers attend courses during school time, your child will be taught by a 
qualified supply teacher. 

Teaching Staff: 

Headteacher:  Mrs A Graham  
EYFS:  (Nursery) Mrs J Laycock 
	 	 (Reception) Miss L Dixon  
	 	 (Reception) Mr A Raine  
Class 3:   (Year 1) Miss E Little  
Class 4:  (Year 1) Miss C Smith  
Class 5:  (Year 2) Mr T Cuthbertson  
Class 6:  (Year 2) Mrs J Harnaman (Deputy Head)  
Learning Support Teacher: 	 Mrs D Reeve & Mrs C Watson 

Support Staff: 

Mrs J Barron	 	 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Miss A Blair	 	 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Mrs S Guy	 	 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Mrs W Shaw	 	 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Miss C Simpson	 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Mrs K Storey		 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Mrs J Willis	 	 	 - Teaching Assistant  
Mrs K Liddell	 	 - Admin Staff  
Mrs M Maskell	 	 - Admin Staff  
Mr A Graham	 	 - ICT Technician/Data Manager  
Mr G Thompson		 - Sports Teaching Assistant  
Mr C Raw	 	 - Caretaker  
Mrs E Watson	  	 - Cleaner  
Mrs A Stokes	 	 - Cook-in-charge  
Miss T Aldworth	 - Kitchen Assistant  
Ms D Lawrence	 - Kitchen Assistant  
Mrs J Bland	 	 - Breakfast/Lunchtime Assistant & 
	 	 	   Cleaner  
Mrs J Coates 	 - Breakfast & Lunchtime Assistant  
Mrs A Dowson	 - Lunchtime Assistant  
Mrs D Bolton	 - Lunchtime Assistant & Cleaner  
Mrs K Breden	 - Lunchtime Assistant  
Mrs E Dolan	 - School Crossing Patrol



School Governors meet each term and Governors also sit on a number of 
committees that meet when necessary. Our governors take an interest in the 
school and help make it effective. From time to time there is a vacancy for a 
parent governor and elections are held. In such a case, if you were 
interested, you can get information from school or from one of the governors 
listed below. 

School Governors: 

Mrs H Haley, Chair of Governors	 	 -	 Parent Governor 
Ms A Quinn		 	 	 	 -	 Parent Governor  
Mrs K Dixon	 	 	 	 -	 Parent Governor  
Mrs J Appleton	 	 	 	 -	 Authority Governor 
Miss J Bainbridge	 	 	 	 -	 Community Governor  
Mrs M Blenkin	 	 	 	 -	 Community Governor  
Mrs Y Etherington	 	 	 -	 Community Governor  
Miss C Heslop	 	 	 	 -	 Community Governor 
Mrs L Crinion	 	 	 	 -	 Associate Governor 
Mr T Cuthbertson	   	 	 - 	 Staff Governor 
Mrs A Graham	 	   	 -	 Headteacher Governor  
Mrs J Harnaman	 	 	 -	 Observer
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As a school we aim to extend our curriculum far beyond that of the statutory 
requirements to include aspects which develop children into responsible, 
committed and active members of the community and indeed society as a 
whole. To succeed in an increasing demanding and challenging world 
children need to be given the tools to succeed. We aim to provide children 
with some of these tools. Part of this provision is our thinking skills curriculum. 
Research indicates that thinking skills help children to solve problems, 
organise thinking and think more deeply about a variety of issues. The 
strategies we help children to develop also encourage independent thinking, 
confidence and self-awareness. Here we give an overview of the strategies 
we aim to develop. 

Thinking Hats 

The thinking hats strategy is based on the research of Edward De Bono. 
It involves utilising a hat to encourage thinking about an issue with a 
specific focus. There are six thinking hats in total with each hat 
offering a different focus:- 

Planning and organising ideas 

Emotions and how you feel 

 
Facts and the information 

Positives in relation to the issue being considered 

Negatives in relation to the issue being 
considered 

New ideas and creative thinking 

In class children will utilise these strategies to explore 
ideas, reflect on their own values and the values of 
others and to develop ideas.
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Growth Mindset 

Growth Mindset is based on the work of Carol Dweck. This way of thinking 
encourages resilience and encourages children to embrace challenge. 
Through promoting a growth mindset we encourage our pupils to realise that 
through hard work they can achieve anything and that intelligence is not 
static. If they can not achieve a test now, they may be able to in the future 
through hard work. Research has shown that children and adults with a 
growth mindset are generally ore successful than those with a fixed mindset. 

We encourage a growth mindset in a variety of ways including: 
•providing praise for effort rather than ability 
•using the power of “yet” 
•learning about the brain and its various functions 
•setting goals for learning 
•reflecting on learning 
•problem solving and team activities 

Emotional Intelligence 

Emotional intelligence refers to the ability to perceive, control and 
evaluate emotions. The theory is based on the work of a number of 
researchers including Daniel Coleman and Howard Gardner. 
Through encouraging children to recognise and interpret the 
emotions of themselves and others, we help them to prioritise 
what they pay attention to and remove barriers to learning. 
Developing emotional intelligence also improves social skills 
and empathy towards others.  

We encourage emotional intelligence in a number of ways 
including: 
•recognising emotions and associated feelings 
•strategies for calming down such as “relax kids’ 
•social stories and role-play 
•lego therapy 
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Three Storey Intellect 

Three Storey Intellect was developed by Art Costa as a simplification of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy. Three Storey Intellect works on the premise that there are 
three levels of thinking. 

Gather 
On this level the teacher aims to draw out concepts, feelings or experiences 
that the children already have. The pupil may gather data ready to process 
at the next higher level. 

Process 
During this stage the pupil may process the data gathered and retrieve 
from the long and short term memory. The teacher will attempt to get 
pupils to synthesise, analyse, summarise, compare, contrast or classify 
the information that they have already acquired. 

Apply 
During this stage the pupils will use the information in a new situation. 
They will apply what they already know. This stage involves creative 
thinking, imagination and judgement. 
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We offer Breakfast Club from 8am every morning, Monday to Friday. It is 
open for all children and no booking is required. We have nursery and 
Reception children together in the Nurture Room in school, while the Year 1 
and Year 2 children go into the Dining Hall. There is a range of food 
available including toast, yoghurt, cereal and juice. The children also enjoy 
playing with their friends or talking part in wake up, shake up exercises 
delivered by one of the Breakfast Club Staff. The children are taken directly 
to their classrooms at 8.50am. The cost is £1 per day. 

After School Club and Childcare Provision 

Extra activities are available for all children from 3pm - 5.30pm on 
Mondays - Thursdays. From 3pm - 4pm we have a focused club such as; 
Drama, Multi-skills (PE), Art & Craft, Dance at a cost of £3 per child. 
Childcare continues for parents who need this up to 5.30pm. The cost 
for this is £1 per child for each half hour after 4pm. This provision is 
available for children in our junior school with siblings here in the 
infants or nursery. 

Nursery 

Our nursery is open for children the term after their 3rd 
birthday. We offer 5 morning sessions or 5 afternoon 
sessions for those parents who are entitled to 15 hours each 
week. 5 full days are available to parents who would like 
30 hours. There is a small extra cost for lunches for those 
children who are full-time. Morning times are 8.45am - 
11.45am, afternoon are from 12.15pm - 3.15pm. Please 
contact Jen Laycock, the nursery teacher or the school 
office for more details of how to apply on 01388 
604627.



Our Baby and Toddler Playgroup is going from strength to strength! Come 
and join in the fun every Friday afternoon 1pm-3pm in our school hall. You 
will be assured of a warm welcome. Parents and carers say, “We enjoy the 
relaxed social atmosphere.” 

Playgroup leaders, Dorothy and Joy plan interesting creative activities each 
week and have a range of toys suitable of babies, toddler and pre-school 
children.  

This is particularly useful for younger children as an introduction to the 
school before they start here themselves. Everyone is welcome! 

Parents and children who attend the group, regularly participate in school 
events, for example, Chinese New Year activities, Sponsored walks and 
fundraising for Comic Relief and the Butterwick Coffee Afternoon. They are 
a very real part of our school community. 



A GUIDE TO OUR UNIFORM: 

We believe that the wearing of a school uniform enables children to identify 
with their school and gives a sense of belonging. It is practical and smart and 
reduces expenditure for parents/carers. 

General Uniform 
Red sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece (with or without the school logo)  
Red or white polo shirt  
Grey or black trousers or skirt 
Summer term - red and white gingham dress 

Shoes should be black and girls shoes should also have a low heel. In the 
winter the children can bring winter boots or wellingtons. 

PE Kit - Our PE kit consists of any shorts and t-shirt. 

The PE kit should be brought into school in a PE bag each Monday 
morning and taken home on a Friday. Occasionally it is necessary to 
change the timetable and it is important that children always have 
their PE kits available. 

NB On Health and Safety grounds, we do not allow children to 
wear jewellery to school. The exceptions to this are small stud 
ear-rings and a watch. We ask the children to remove these 
during PE lessons or, if they cannot be removed, to cover them 
with  a plaster brought in from home. This is to prevent them 
from causing injury. 

Purchasing Uniform Items  
Sweatshirts, polo shirts, cardigans (all embroidered with 
the school logo) may be purchased from the School 
Office, along with a choice of waterproof coats and a 
range of bags. 

It is not necessary for the uniform to be embroidered 
with the school logo and therefore you are able to 
purchase red sweatshirts, red cardigans and red or 
white polo shirts from the local supermarkets.



Cockton Hill Infants' School has an admission number of 60 pupils each 
year. 

Starting school is a very important milestone in your child's life. Children 
come into our school from many different Early Years/nursery settings 
children may start school in September 2019 if born between 1 September 
2014 and 31 August 2015. 

Durham County have produced a ‘Primary School Admissions Brochure 
2019/20’ to tell you everything you need to know about obtaining a place 
at our school. A link to this can be found on our website. 

Applying Online 

You can use the online school admissions system to make online 
applications. Please read the ‘Applying for a school place online - 
guidance notes’ and use the link for the online system for the page. A 
link for these guidance notes can be found on our website.  If you do 
not wish to apply online you can use an application form which is 
available at the school office and also available to download from 
our website.



Holiday Closing Date Date re-open for 
teaching

Summer 2018 Friday 20th July Tuesday 4th September

Autumn half term Friday 19th October Monday 29th October

Christmas 2018 Friday 21st December Tuesday 8th January

Spring half term Friday 15th February Monday 25th February

Easter 2019 Friday 5th April Tuesday 23rd April

May Day Friday 3rd May Tuesday 7th May

Summer half term Friday 24th May Tuesday 4th June

Summer 2019 Friday 19th July TBC



All of our policies are available on request from the school office and many 
also are available to view on our website. They include: 

•Accessibility Plan 

•Anti-bullying Policy 

•Behaviour Management Policy 

•Charges and Remissions Policy 

• Disability and Equality Policy 

• School Complaints Procedure 

• Special Educational Needs Policy 

• Safeguarding with Child Protection Policy 

• All Subject Policies 

Child Protection/Safeguarding 

At Cockton Hill Infants’ School we follow all government guidelines 
for child protection to ensure all our children are safe and cared for 
at all times.



CONTACT DETAILS:

Mrs Anne Graham (Headteacher) 
Cockton Hill Infants School, 

McIntyre Terrace, 
Bishop Auckland, 
County Durham, 

DL14 6HW.  
 

DFES Number: 840/2434  
 

Telephone: 01388 604627; 
Fax. (Daytime only): 01388 604627;

Mobile: 07920 287978  
E-mail:cocktonhillinfant@durhamlearning.net 

Website: www.cocktonhill-inf.durham.sch.uk 

Headteacher:  Mrs A Graham 
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs J Harnaman








